
Comparison of moult and plumage terminology 

Key Howell (2010) Humphrey & Parkes (1959) Cramp & Simmons (1977) Dwight (1900) 

 Natal Down Natal Down Natal Down Natal Down 
     Prejuvenile     Postnatal     Juvenile     Postnatal 
 Juvenile Juvenal Juvenile Juvenal 
     Preformative     1st Prebasic     Postjuvenile     Postjuvenile 
 Formative 1st Basic 1st Immature non-breeding 1st  Winter 
     1st Prealternate     1st Alternate     1st Prebreeding     1st Prenuptial 
 1st Alternate 1st Alternate 1st Breeding 1st Nuptial 
     Definitive prebasic     Adult prebasic     Post-breeding     1st Postnuptial 
 Definitive basic Adult Basic Non-breeding 2nd (adult) Winter 
     Definitive prealternate     Adult prealternate     Pre-breeding     2nd Prenuptial 
 Definitive Alternate Adult Alternate Breeding 2nd (adult) Nuptial 
 

Based upon the moult comparison table of Ginn & Melville (1983).  

The terminology used in aBirdintheHand is primarily that of Howell (2010). 

 


